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Health Care Reform 

The Oregon Health Policy Board (OHPB) discussed “where we’ve been, where we’re going and how we’re getting there” in its January 18 meeting.  Here are some of the highlights:

Health Care Workforce 
· In the context of the Board’s goal to ensure a large enough and well-trained health care workforce, OAFP’s workforce legislation was mentioned (loan repayment, residency network and the bill that “address[es] the ‘adverse impact’ policy”).

OHPB Priorities 
· Most of the discussion centered around “Oregon Health Authority lives”—those insured by OHP, OMIP, PEBB, OEBB, Kids Connect and FHIAP. In many counties in the Portland Metro area and the Willamette Valley, the OHA insures 21 to 40 percent of the total insured population.  In some rural counties, these public programs insure 50 to 60 percent of the insured population.  Medicaid alone accounts for up to 38 percent of the insured population in some rural counties.  
· The Board wants to incentivize providers to “shift the entire delivery system” by aligning the purchasing power of the publicly covered lives.

Governor Kitzhaber’s Priorities 
· The Governor spoke about his vision of a reformed health care system, which he considers Oregon’s highest priority, after improving the economy and getting Oregonians back to work.  He supports seeking significant federal waivers to allow Oregon to reform health care its own way.  He spoke about the need to integrate health services, including mental and oral health, as well as the state’s imperative to properly fund education and prevention services, “a set of investments that is needed to make good citizens.”  

Oregon Health Plan 
· The Board discussed Oregon’s imperative to address the unprecedented budget shortfall in the Oregon Health Plan.  Bruce Goldberg told the Board, “We have a structural problem within health care.  Health care expenditures have been growing at a much greater rate than state revenues and personal wealth.  This is a problem not just for the state, but for individuals and businesses.”  He went on to say, “Our Medicaid system is merely an underfunded reflection of our health care system itself.
· The Board believes that “changing the delivery system” will solve this issue.  Oral health was mentioned several times throughout the day as an essential element of overall health, along with physical health, mental health and addiction services and long-term care.  The Board’s ultimate goal is to “achieve an integrated and coordinated system that cares for people through the full continuum of their lives.”

Implementation of the Affordable Care Act 
· Bruce Goldberg and the Board discussed the political and legal challenges to federal health care reform.  Joe Robertson, OHSU President and Board Member, reflected that in his view, “Politics don’t constitute a real threat to federal health care reform.  But my idea of a legal challenge has changed.  It’s gone from off my radar, to on my radar.  I see it as a threat.”  Bruce Goldberg agreed, adding that the OHPB should come up with a plan B of what they would like to have see happen in Oregon if the individual mandate is ruled unconstitutional.


What’s Next? 
· The Board expects the amendments to its bills to be ready and available to the public sometime in mid-late February. 
· The next OHPB meeting is on February 8, 2011.  They have decided to focus on health care workforce and public employers health purchasing for the time being.
· The Board’s ultimate task is to create a specific, operational plan to redesign the delivery system to improve outcomes and achieve budget goals.  This model is to be implemented by July 1, 2012.
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